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PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1«  DATE 


9 April  1956 


9.  DATE'TIME  GROUP 
Locol  — ■ 

ftUT  10/0320Z 


S.  PHOTOS 


□ Y«t 
Rlio 


7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 


twenty-three  minutes 


2.  LOCATION 


□ 

Rome. New  York  & A/V  Sight xdk^ 


4.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 
3S%roun  d'  Vi  luol 
3tC0Vif^  Vi  9uot 


□ Ground*  Radar 

□ Air-lnf«rc*pt  Rodar 


A.  SOURCE 


Military  (AF) 


t.  NUMBER  OP  objects 


one 


9.  COURSE 

faded  over 
horizon 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 


Worn  Bolloofi 
Probobly  BoHaon 
Potiibly  Balloon 


D Wat  Aircraff 

□ Probobly  AUcroft 
Q Pottibly  Aircrolt 

At^ronomlcdl  VSnUS 

□ Probably  Aitronomlcol 
0 Pottibly  Attronomlcol 

0 j Qibor-  - 

Q Intufficiont  Ooto  for  Evalootion 

□ Unknown 


10*  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OP  UOHTINO 

One  round  light  larger  than  known 
star^  orange-white  changed  to  orange 
with  red  light.  Seen  at  an  azimuth 
of  330  dgrs  & an  elevation  of  '*4000*' 
feet  (ovidently  low  off  horizon). 
Seen  through  binoculars  and  was  also 
seen  by  two  aircraft. 


II.  COMMENTS 

Concur  with  the  opinion  of  the 
reporting  officer  that  this  sight 
log  was  generated  by  the  planet 
Venus.  The  same  object  which  had 
been  reported  in  this  same  area 
on  the  previous  night. 


ATIC  FORM  3M  (RBV  BKP  S3) 


Analysts*  Connasots: 

Sub  Jests  UFO  Slating  Hepoorted  by  Griffis  A?B,  10  April  195^ 


!•  A ebeok  vlth  astro  eliarts(  empbaslaes)  and  astro  aXaasacf  shov  the 
planet  Venus  alnoat  on  the  borlscm  (as  observed  fkooi  the  ground)  at  0320 
Zone  Tins  (iCSO  Local  Tim),  and  located  at  appr oaelmately  32?  degrees  (NW  by  N) 
aslimthft  In  ▼lolnlty  of  consteUetlon  Taurus  ♦ 

V ■J■rt.vv^  tV\aT  UfAliN, 

2*  This  coincides  very  veil  vith  Infcrsatloa  given  by  all  principals 
Involved*  The  reported  slsa  (size  of  a pea)  also  supports  conclusions  that 
It  vas  Venus* 


3*  Venus  proolnent  and  very  brl^t  during  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
as  stated  In  report,  brl^ter  than  surrounding  stars* 

h.  Note:  object  vas  observed  for  almoet  one-half  hour  vlth  apparent 
little  or  no  movenent* 

5«  Observing  stars  or  planats  through  blnoculara  has  often  been  a 
source  of  Ineonsistent  data  In  that  It  gives  the  object  an  lUusloa  of 
novenent,  hl0}i  speed  and  odd  meuoeuvers^  a fact  not  often  knovn  to  many.  (An 
atteopt  to  keep  a star  fixed  In  the  center  of  a blnoculara*  field  of  vlev 
will  demonstrate  this*) 


siuch 


6*  Certain  atBospherle  conditions  can  malie  an  astronooical  body  seem 


, brighter  and  nearer  iAmd  near  the  horizon. 


Under 


than  Vhen  viewed 


audh  conditions  the  moon  often  appears  ^ times 
overhead*  This  effect  la  esphaslsed  vhen  observed  in  the  air  and  a^nat 
a dark  sky,  and  have  resulted  la  sobbs  weird  effects  being  reported  by  pilots 
having  their  gaze  fixed  on  the  object  Vhlle  flying*  A few  UFO  reports 


dlsoloee  that  pilots  have 
their  alreraft* 


that  the  object  Is  moving  avi^  or  tomords 


7*  Thim  has  often  been  found  to  be  confusing,  even  to  old,  experienced 
pilots,  end  the  explanation  Is  gensrally  unaceeptahle  to  them*  Any  phenoiaena 
encountered  for  first  tlae  and  without  advance  notice,  such  as  Aurora 
borealis,  s^indogs,  fireballs,  meteoric  showers,  lifted  balloons  la  .jet 
.itreeas,  as  shown  frca  our  files,  can  be  '/ery  confusing* 

d*  Conclusions:  Mislntarpretatlon  of  a known  object,  Venus,  by  virtue 
of  fact  observed  under  condltlone  producing  unconventional  appearance* 
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G.  T.  G* 
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Analysts ' Cooroents; 

Subject:  Uro  Slating  Beported  by  Griff ing  AFB,  10  April  195^ 


e 


% 


1*  A cheeb  with  astro  chart^i;^ emphasize^  and  astro  aljnanaes  show  the 
plemet  Venus  almost  on  the  horlzoiiAas  observed  ftom  the  ground)  at  0320 
Zone  Time  (lOQO  Local  Time)^  and  located  at  approxLciately  323  degrees  (BW  by  H) 
azimuth*  In  vicinity  of  constellation  Taiirus* 

2.  This  coincides  very  veil  with  information  given  by  all  principals 
involved*  The  reported  size  (size  of  a pea)  also  supports  conclusions  that 
it  was  Venus* 

3*  Venus  prominent  end  very  bri^t  during  this  tine  of  the  year,  and 
as  stated  In  report,  brighter  than  surrounding  stars* 

Note)  object  was  observed  for  almost  one -half  hour  with  apparent 
little  or  no  movement. 

3*  Observing  stars  or  planets  throng  binoculars  has  often  been  a 
source  of  Inconsistent  data  in  that  It  gives  the  object  an  Illusion  of 
movement,  hig^  speed  and  odd  maneuvers,  a fact  not  often  known  to  many.  (An 
attempt  to  keep  a star  fixed  in  the  center  of  a binoculars*  field  of  vlev 
will  demonstrate  this.) 

6*  Certain  atmospheric  conditions  can  make  an  astronomical  body  seem 
much*  larger,  brighter  and  nearer  when  near  the  horizon.  Example;  Under 
such  conditions  the  moon  often  apx>ears  3 times  larger  than  when  viewed 
overhead*  This  effect  is  emphasized  when  observed  in  the  air  and  against 
a dark  sky,  and  have  resulted  in  some  weird  effects  being  reported  by  pilots 
having  their  gaze  fixed  on  the  object  while  flying.  A few  UFO  reports 
disclose  that  pilots  have  reported  that  the  object  is  moving  away  or  towards 
their  aircrsift* 


7*  This  has  often  been  found  to  be  confusing,  even  to  old,  expeflenedd 
pilots,  and  the  explanation  is  generally  unacceptable  to  them*  Any  phenomena 
encountered  for  .the  first  time  and  without  advance  notice,  such  as  Aurora 
borealis,  sundogs,  firebeills,  meteoric  showers,  lighted  bed.looas  in  Jet 
streams,  as  shown  ftca  our  files,  can  he  very  confusing. 


6*  Conclusions ; Misinterpretation  of  a known  object,  Venus,  by  virtue 
of  fact  observed  under  conditions  producing  \mconventlonal  appearance. 
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